PARENTS EXAGGERATING CONFLICT OR

DISCIPLINE FOR DRAMA

WHY IT MATTERS

Conflict, punishment and emotional reactions can attract attention online. This creates a troubling incentive to exaggerate, stage, prolong or
publicly expose situations that should instead be handled calmly and privately. The audience receives entertainment while the child may be
left with a permanent public portrayal of their behaviour.

DRAMA INCENTIVE PAUSE THE CAMERA CALM PRIVATE CARE

. NEVER STAGE PUNISHMENTS . KEEP DISAGREEMENTS PRIVATE
Discipline should never be created or recreated for entertainment. Ordinary family conflict does not require spectators.

. DON'T PROLONG DISTRESS . NEVER SCRIPT BAD BEHAVIOUR
If a child becomes upset, helping them should immediately become more Children shouldn't be directed to look difficult, naughty or disruptive for a
important than continuing the footage. storyline.

. AVOID DRAMATIC LABELS . DON'T RECREATE ARGUMENTS
Sensational titles can permanently misrepresent an ordinary childhood If the camera missed the conflict, allow it to remain missed.
incident.

. TEACH INSTEAD OF PERFORMING . DON'T ASK VIEWERS TO JUDGE THE CHILD
The purpose of discipline is helping a child learn, not creating an audience Parenting decisions should not become public votes or comment-section
reaction. trials.

. CHECK THE INCENTIVE . PROTECT THE CHILD'S REPUTATION
Ask whether the situation is being handled differently because dramatic A difficult afternoon should not define somebody online for years.

footage performs better.

When drama generates views, adults must be especially careful not to manufacture that drama from a
child's emotions or behaviour.

With Thanks To The Raccoon. For further information and more internet safety details please visit
www.theraccoon.co.uk




